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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To solve the problem that in an FC-AL 
system having PBCs on respective ports on a loop, controlling the 
PBC by the port prevents the system from bypassing a port in 
which a failure has occurred, out of the loop, when a failure occurs. 
SOLUTION: Bypass control signal lines, provided from a port to 
other ports, permits controlling the PBC of the port, on which a 
failure has occurred, from other normal ports, which can enhance 
the availability of the loop structure against a failure at the port, and 
the reliability of the whole FC-AL system. 
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